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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2017-431
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Gulliford, Brosche, Crescimbeni, Love, Becton, Schellenberg & Wilson
Date of Introduction: June 13, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: NCIS, PHS, TEU
Date of Analysis: June 15, 2017
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 380 – Solid Waste Management – to modify the requirements for certificates of public convenience and necessity (CONs) for transporting and disposing of various types of solid waste in the city. It revises application and renewal requirements and processes and revises definitions of numerous terms. It provides for administrative modification of specific conditions under certain circumstances.
Background Information: The amendments derive from the work of the Special Committee on Solid Waste that met for over a year and discussed, among many other topics, ways to make the CON process more effective for the City and less expensive and more user-friendly for the CON holders. In particular, the committee intended to simplify and reduce the expense of the renewal process for CON holders that were not making any substantive changes in their operations and that had a good record of compliance with the terms of their existing CON.
The bill establishes new definitions for “Class 1 waste”, “Class III waste”, “clean wood”, “disposal”, “formal written payable citation”, “land clearing debris”, “leachate”, “putrescible waste”, “recovered screen material”, “transfer station” and “unauthorized waste”. It exempts the use of “clean debris” being used as fill or raw material from the CON requirements, and exempts storage and processing of waste tires from this chapter, but notes that they are still subject to the requirements of Chapter 260 specific to tire handling. The initial CON application process is amended to require that proof of current business registration and a certificate of use for the proposed facility be submitted with the application. The Chief of the Solid Waste Division, Chief of the Environmental Quality Division and Duval Health Department are added to the new application review process in addition to the current Director of Public Works and Director of Planning and Development. 
The bill creates a mechanism for administrative modification of specific CON conditions without further Council approval for areas including signage requirements, facility personnel training requirements, waste control and unacceptable waste handling procedures, storage time of waste/processed materials on-site; hours of operation, and litter control requirements.
The CON renewal process is amended to provide for administrative approval of renewals by the Director of Public Works if a CON holder is not proposing to change any existing specific conditions and if the applicant has not received more than 2 formal payable written citations for violations during their previous certificate term. The application fee for a renewal is set at $900 and applicants are required to have corrected any and all violations of the chapter and must have paid any and all taxes, fees and liens due to the City prior to application approval. Applicants will not be required to resubmit information that has not changed since the issuance of the previous CON, but shall affirm in writing that conditions have not changed. Applicants with more than 2 formal payable citations or desiring to change operating conditions from their current CON must use the more formal renewal process requiring City Council approval.
Policy Impact Area: Solid waste CON requirements and processes
Fiscal Impact: None to City; the new streamlined renewal process will save CON holders the cost of hiring consultants to reproduce all of the new application data for the renewal application if their operations and operating conditions remain unchanged since the original filing.
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